 6
WA Seniors Consultative Forum

Submission to WA State Government

November  2014
                           [image: image1.jpg]National Seniors
Australia |

Level 18, 215 Adelaide Street
Brisbane Qld 4000

GPO Box 1450
Brisbane Qld 4001

Phone 1300 76 50 50
Fax 07 3211 9339

general@nationalseniors.com.au



    [image: image2.jpg]


    
[image: image3.wmf] 

    [image: image4.jpg]


   [image: image5.jpg]



BACKGROUND
The WA Seniors Consultative Forum was formed in August 2008 following a meeting of like-minded Seniors organisations who have a common interest to protect their living standards available from State Governments.

The intention in forming this group was to be able to provide a focused approach on Seniors’ interests.    In many cases, each of the nominated Seniors’ organisations have a particular emphasis placed on certain issues that may be confined to those members of that particular organisation.    This is a fact that cannot be denied.    However, it is also true that there are several issues that are common to each and every Seniors’ organisation.    It is on these particular issues that this submission is focused.

It is worth repeating that similar bodies exist in several other States in Australia.     There is an obvious benefit in various organisations all joining together to make a consolidated approach to Governments.

The organisations involved in this group are

Australian Pensioners & Superannuants League WA Inc. ( APSL )

National  Seniors  Australia ( NSA )

Naval Association ( WA Branch )  ( Navy )

Returned  &  Services  League  of  Australia  WA  Branch  Incorporated ( RSL )

Superannuated  Commonwealth  Officers  Association  WA  Inc. ( SCOA )

Western Australia Self Funded Retirees Inc.    ( WASFR )
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SUMMARY  OF  RECOMMENDATIONS
    A  summary  of  the  recommendations  in  this  submission  from  the  WA Seniors  Consultative  Forum  is  set out  below.

    RECOMMENDATION  No. 1

   That consideration be given to the (once only), conditional waiver of Stamp Duty on the purchase of a place of residence by a Senior, who has reached pensionable age, and is in possession of either one of the Pensioner Concession Cards, a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card or a Department of Veterans Affairs Gold Card. 
    RECOMMENDATION  No.2
   That the WA State Government extend the times for free travel on public transport, for WA Seniors, Aged and Disability Support Pension cardholders, Monday to Friday, to commence at 8.30am for zones 5 to 9, in lieu of commencing at 9am ( as at present ).
    RECOMMENDATION  No. 3
   That retirees holding both a State Seniors Card and a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card, be granted one free return trip per year, within WA, similar to that which is currently available to people in possession of a Pensioner Concession Card, or a DVA card.

    We ask for your support in consideration of these issues.    Attached is the rationale for the   above requests.

   For  enquiries  contact: 

   R. de Gruchy    

   phone:     9447 1313    

   email:       rdegruchy@bigpond.com 

   RECOMMENDATION  No.  1
   CONDITIONAL  WAIVER  OF  STAMP  DUTY  ON  THE  PURCHASE  OF  A  PLACE  OF   

   RESIDENCE  BY  A  SENIOR.

   Following retirement, and the consequent significant change of lifestyle, many Seniors find it  

   desirable, or necessary, to depart from the family home and obtain alternative accommodation.  

   This may, possibly, be closer to medical and hospital services, and may also be more suited to 

    their changed physical circumstances and lifestyle. To assist this process, we request a waiver
    of Stamp Duty, following the sale of the family home and the purchase of alternative   

    accommodation, by a Senior, provided

      -   The Senior is of, or above, “pensionable age”, and     
  

      -   Is only applicable to one dwelling, and 

      -   Is a once-only concession, and

      -   Is limited to those retirees in possession of a Commonwealth Seniors’ Health Card (CSHC) 
          or one of the Pensioner Concession Cards (PCC), and

      -  The value of the concession being sought is no more than the First Home Owners 



concession   -   as amended from time to time.

          Note:  The States of Victoria and the NT have all introduced a similar concession for 
                     Seniors in the past 4 years.

   RATIONALE 

    -    Beneficial to support agencies with increased numbers of older people residing in more
         contained residential groups/areas.

    -    Increases the number of larger homes on the market in suburbs with established     

    Infrastructure which, otherwise, would not be offered for sale.

    -    Potential to increase revenue to Government over time as more high value homes would  


  be in the market attracting  the payment of increased Stamp Duty. 
    -    Creates development/employment/retirement/construction opportunities and impacts 
favourably upon associated entities/business and material suppliers etc.

    -    Is consistent with the policy precedent of abolishing Stamp Duty for the first home buyers
      ( normal limits apply ).

 RECOMMENDATION










                  We recommend that consideration be given to the conditional waiver of Stamp Duty on the purchase of a place of residence by a Senior, who has reached pensionable age, and is in possession of either one of the Pensioner Concession Cards, a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card or a Dept. of Veterans Affairs Gold Card.



   RECOMMENDATION  No. 2
   EXTENSION  OF  TIME  FOR  CONCESSIONAL  TRAVEL  ON  PUBLIC  TRANSPORT 
    ( MONDAY  TO  FRIDAY ).

  The WA State Government recently extended the free travel concession for WA Seniors, and
   Aged and Disability Support Pension cardholders, from all day on Saturday, Sunday and Public
   Holidays, to include free travel between the hours of 9am and 3.30pm on weekdays.   This 
   request is for an earlier commencement  time of 8.30am for weekday travel, where the journey
   is commenced in some of the outer zones of the Metropolitan area.

   Paying passengers have their fares calculated by how many zones are crossed during the 
   journey ( there are a total of 9 zones ).    Zones are radial around the CBD, with the largest 
   concentration of passengers living in zones 1 to 3.    As an example, Joondalup, Kalamunda,
   Kelmscott and Cockburn Central are all in zone 3.

   On weekdays, concession DayRider fares are available for unlimited system-wide travel  before
   7.15am and after 9am in zones 1 to 4, and before 7.15am and after 8.30am in zones 5 to 9.  
   The earlier start ( 8.30am ) in zones 5 to 9, is because travel commencing in the outer zones 
    takes longer to reach the City.     By 8.30am the vast majority of business travel will have
    commenced from those zones.

   RATIONALE

   Those WA Seniors, and other people entitled to free daytime travel who live in outer metropolitan
   regions, are disadvantaged due to the time taken to travel into the City.   Those in outer areas
   cannot comfortably make an appointment for a medical, or similar reason, before about 
   10.30am/11am, particularly if there is a necessity to catch further transport from the CBD.

   The WA Government would receive much favourable publicity from making this change to   

    conditions surrounding free travel, for a very small cost.   It is worth repeating that the 
    precedent, for an 8.30am start from zones  5 – 9, already exists for the  DayRider 
    concession, and it is felt that this request would not be difficult to implement.
   RECOMMENDATION

   That the WA State Government extend the times for free travel on public transport, for 

   WA Seniors, Aged and Disability Support Pension cardholders, Monday to Friday, to 
   commence at 8.30am for zones 5 to 9, in lieu of commencing at 9am ( as at present ).
   RECOMMENDATION  No. 3
   GRANTING ONE FREE RETURN TRIP, EACH  YEAR, WITHIN  WA, TO THE HOLDER  OF 
   A  COMMONWEALTH  SENIORS  HEALTH  CARD, THE  SAME  AS  THAT  AVAILABLE  TO  
   THE  HOLDER  OF  A  PENSIONER  CONCESSION  CARD OR A DVA CARD.
   This request asks that the WA State Government consider granting a voucher for one free return
   trip, per year, by rail and/or coach within WA, to qualifying self-funded retirees similar to that
   which is enjoyed by Age Pensioners who are holders of a Pensioner Concession Card ( PCC ),
   or a Department of Veterans Affairs ( DVA ) Card.   

   Currently various travel concessions are granted to self-funded retirees who are in possession
   of both a State Seniors Card ( SC ), and a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card ( CSHC ), but
   the one free return trip per year, currently available to holders of a Pensioner Concession Card,
   or a DVA Card, is not available to holders of a Commonwealth Seniors Health Card.
    RATIONALE

    The granting of this concession would be at a very low cost to Government.  Indeed, it could
    be claimed that there would be a nil cost to the Government as it would simply be a matter of 
   self-funded retirees occupying an otherwise empty seat on a scheduled service.

    If this request were granted, it could well result in an increase in travel within the State with a 
    corresponding beneficial increase in tourism and income to many regional areas.   If there were
    to be any concerns that overcrowding could occur, then it would be quite acceptable to limit the
   use of the concession to periods other than school holidays ( or any other peak periods ). 

   Although it is estimated that there are, at least, 28,000 holders of the CSHC in WA it is fair to say
   that not every retiree would be in a position to take advantage of this matter.   Indeed, like many 
   aged pensioners, many retirees prefer to travel by private car/caravan and would forego any free 
   trip that might be available.   However, a significant proportion of retirees would be willing to

   utilise the one free return trip within WA each year, often accompanying a friend holding a

  Pensioner Concession Card.    It is these retirees we support. 

   RECOMMENDATION

   That retirees holding both a State Seniors Card and a Commonwealth Seniors Health 
   Card, be granted one free return trip per year, within WA, similar to that which is currently 
   available to people in possession of a Pensioner Concession Card, or a DVA card.
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