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 PRESIDENT’S  REPORT      

Morning Everyone.  It is now 4 months since our last newsletter and 
Summer has, officially, finished.   In this time there have been several 
events/issues that have occurred.   The Royal Commission into Aged Care 
and Safety continues on with countless public hearings and will continue 
until the end of November when their final report is due.   An interim report 
was tabled in Parliament on 31 October 2019 and included comments such 
as “It does not deliver uniformly safe and quality care, is unkind and 
uncaring towards older people and, in too many instances, it neglects 
them.” The two Commissioners described the aged care system as “a 
shocking tale of neglect” and “a sad and shocking system that diminishes 
Australia as a nation.” In most peoples’ opinion, this is one Royal 
Commission where the government needs to take positive action when the 
final report is received. 

Unfortunately, although the government has made 10,000 additional 
packages available to those in need, there remains around 110,000 
accredited people who are still waiting for the necessary funding to be 
allocated.  It does seem that this is a major problem and can only be 
resolved with more financial support.     We all appreciate that the 
government cannot, overnight, conjure up the billions of dollars that are 
needed, however, that does not help those in need.   Several people have 
suggested that the Medicare Levy should be increased, and that it would be 
great if all those companies exporting their profits overseas were made to 
pay the proper amount of company tax to the Australian government.   Not 
easily done   -   Australia is not the only country suffering from this large 
amount of tax avoidance. 

We have previously discussed the Review into Retirement Incomes which 
was announced last September. A “Consultation Paper” was released on 
22 November 2019 which contained 8 different categories and included a 
total of 26 questions e.g. “What should the Panel consider when assessing 
the equity of the retirement income system ?” and “What factors should be 
considered in assessing how the current settings of the retirement income 
system (e.g. tax concessions, superannuation contribution caps and the 
Age pension means testing) affect its fiscal sustainability ?”  All interested 
parties have been invited to lodge submissions and are encouraged to 
address the 26 questions mentioned above.   The closing date for 
submissions was 3rd February 2020, and their final report is due by 30th 
June 2020.   WASFR has lodged a 4 page submission that is, mainly, 
confined to the question of “Equity” -   we found it very difficult to comment 
on some areas which required a great deal of research (which included 
systems operating in other countries). 

There is insufficient space in this newsletter to include the full submission, 
however, following are some excerpts that may be of interest (the full 
version is available on our web-site www.wasfr.org.au) 

Happy Easter 
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• the first point that we feel should be made is that “grandfathering” should be maintained when any 
changes being made by the government would be a disadvantage to the people involved  (we feel that 
all members of the review committee are aware of what is meant by the term “grandfathering”) 
 

• secondly, there is the situation where income received by a retired couple (over 60), who have invested 
in superannuation, currently receive their income free of any income tax ($3.2 million cap), and only 
pay 15% tax on all other income in excess of the $3.2 million cap 
 
 compare this with another retired couple (over 60), who have not the opportunity to invest in 
 superannuation, but have invested a similar amount in property, Bank deposits, shares etc. and 
 who have to pay the full amount of income tax on all their earnings (in excess of the $18,200 tax-
 free threshold) 
 

 this issue is extremely unfair and needs to be corrected 
 

 a similar tax-free environment should be created for all retirees, over the age of 60, to  
  receive a similar tax-free limit of $3.2 million (couples), whatever their source of income 
  may be (and pay 15% tax on any excess income over the $3.2 million cap) 

 

• the third issue relates to the Deeming rates set by the government to assess the level of income used 
in calculating entitlement to the Centrelink Age pension 

 

 since 1996 the Deeming rates (upper and lower), have closely followed the changes in the  
 Reserve Bank Cash Rate and have always been lower than the Cash Rate 
 

 unfortunately, since 2012 the upper Deeming rate has remained at a level above the Cash 
 Rate  -  despite there having been 7 reductions in the Cash Rate since March 2015, and only  
 one small reduction in the upper Deeming rate since that time (down from 3.25% to 3%) 

  

 with the rate available from all the major Banks for Term Deposits being below 2%, it is  most 
 inequitable for the government to assume income above that which is reasonably available to 
 seniors/retirees 
 

 the upper Deeming rate should not be any more than 2% (preferably 1.75%) 
 

 it is worth noting that the lower Deeming rate is now, for the first time since 1996,  higher than the 
 Reserve Bank Cash Rate (see chart on page 2). 
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In addition to the comments above, it is worth remembering that in addition to Age pensioners, Deeming 
Rates also apply to the Disability Support Pension and Carer Payment, and income support allowances 
and supplements such as the Parenting Payment and Newstart.  None of these people could be 
considered to be wealthy  -  nor have large amounts of funds invested in superannuation/shares/property.   
It is wrong to try to align moneys held in Term Deposits with funds invested in superannuation by the more 
wealthy segment of our society. 

Another issue raised was the matter of the Taper rate used for the Age pension entitlement  

• when calculating a person’s eligibility for the Centrelink Age pension there is a “taper rate” of $3 per 
fortnight (of Age pension), for every $1,000 of Assets owned by the claimant to arrive at an amount 
which determines whether a claimant is eligible (or not)  

 “Assets” includes household effects, caravans, motor vehicles, boats, Bank deposits, shares, 
 rental properties as well as hobby or investment collections and personal items such as 
 computers and jewellery  

  prior to 2017, the taper rate was $1.50 per $1,000 of Assets, but changed (doubled) to the 
 current rate of $3 per $1,000 on 1 January 2017  

 this doubling of the taper rate caused a large number (over 300,000) part pensioners to be 
   removed from being in receipt of the Age pension and being forced to cut into their life  
   savings in  order to exist 

 It has been claimed that the rate of $3 per fortnight per $1,000 is an effective penalty  
   rate of 7.8% against those seniors/retirees that are now in the twilight of their years 

 many different organisations have voiced their opinion that the current taper rate should
  be lowered   -   a level of $2 per fortnight per $1,000 seems a more appropriate level. 

The Alliance for a Fairer Retirement System (AFRS) has continued to operate in the interests of all of us 
retired folk.  The 11 different organisations involved in the AFRS have spent a great deal of time over the 
past 3 months deliberating on this Review into Retirement Incomes and has lodged a 44 page submission 
with the Review Committee.   This submission is just one of more than 75 submissions that have been 
lodged with the Review Committee  -  in order to see the full number of submissions you need to Google 
retirement income review submissions .    

As you would be aware, our Joint 2020/21 Federal Pre-Budget submission was finalised several months ago 
and copies have been distributed to many Federal politicians (a summary of the 9 items was included in 
the last edition of WASFR News).   So far, we have only been able to discuss this submission with 3 
Federal politicians   -   the main issues preventing more interviews have been the Christmas break, the 
bushfires throughout the country and the coronavirus.   We all appreciate that the government has its’ 
hands full trying to make this country as safe as possible, and the last thing they wish to debate is a list of 
issues that us “oldies” believe are important.   We will continue to seek further interviews, but we also 
understand that other matters may have a higher priority. 

The WA Seniors Alliance (WASA) continues on although we have lost the membership of National Seniors, 
and it seems that now COTA WA are also unable to commit any resources to assist with our efforts. The 
WASA was, originally, created in August 2008 under the name of WA Seniors Consultative Forum 
(WASCF), and National Seniors were one of the original members, so it is unfortunate that they now seem 
to have lost interest in these worthwhile objectives.   The 2020/21 State submission has been finalised 
and distributed to more than 20 State politicians.   We have been able to contact several politicians and 
have another scheduled for 4th March.   So far, there has only been a positive feedback. 

You may recall that, in our last newsletter, there was a reference to the problem of few people volunteering 
to serve as Committee members.   Unfortunately, the small article from Bob Arnold on page 2 did not 
bring the result that we had hoped for.   Two people expressed interest, but there has not been any follow 
up to indicate that they still are prepared to help out.   This shortage of volunteers is not new   -   and is 
not confined to our organisation (many similar groups are facing the same issue).   It is a sad fact that, 
unless we get more support in the near future, then the current 5 Committee members may, eventually, 
choose to call it a day.  That would indeed be a very sad time. 

Ron de Gruchy 
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  Clinical Research Trials                       Edward Goodchild                                                              
           

Sue Critchley started by introducing herself and the Centre for 
Clinical Research and Education in the Faculty of Health 
Sciences at Curtin University, led by Professor Chris Reid.  
Sue outlined the jargon and ethics of clinical trials, followed by 
a description of three current clinical trials being conducted by 
the Centre: StaREE, QUARTET and PACIFIC — concentrating 
mainly on StaREE. 

Clinical Trials: The Jargon and Ethics 

All drugs used in Australia (and most other countries) must be 
assessed using clinical trials for efficacy, safety, dosage and 
side-effects before being approved for use. All clinical trials in 
Australia have to be conducted in accordance with the National 
Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research. 

Most new-drug trials are funded by the pharmaceutical companies who want to get their drug onto 
the market. They are strongly regulated by the Ethics Committee of the research organisation to 
ensure that commercial interests do not outweigh the objective assessment of efficacy and safety. 
There are three facilities in Australia which can carry out “Stage 1” (i.e. first time in humans) trials 
on new drugs, one of which is attached to the Sir Charles Gairdener Hospital.  Stage 1 trials are 
normally conducted on healthy, young males (to avoid the possibility of affecting unborne babies).  

The team at Curtin University concentrates on downstream for the public good trials which aim to 
optimise treatments with existing drugs and therapies.  These are generally funded by the National 
Health Medical Research Council of Australia, but also sometimes by other government grants or 
private donations.  All clinical trials, after much internal and external peer reviewing, need to be 
scrutinised by the University Ethics Committee to assess whether the proposed trial is both 
worthwhile and safe for the participants and to ensure that the burden on the participants is not too 
onerous. 

Prospective participants in a trial are given all the details of the trial with the possible outcomes 
(good and bad), and are encouraged to talk with their doctors (or anyone else) so that consent is 
given in full knowledge of what is involved and what might happen.  Participants can change their 
minds and withdraw at any stage in the trial. 

Prospective participants are sought by a number of methods, commonly by recommendation of 
their GP If he/she is also collaborating in the trial, but also through publicity exercises (such as this 
talk).  Patients identified by a participating GP are contacted at most twice, once to invite their 
participation and again (if necessary) as a reminder. No further contact is allowed so invitees who 
do not respond to one of these letters are assumed not to be 
interested and are not contacted further. 

From Sue’s experience, people who participate do so for 
several reasons, including altruism (helping define better 
treatments for the world at large), as well as to get earlier 
access to possible new treatments, more personalised attention 
and free treatment of the subject illness during the course of the 
trial. 

StaREE (Statins in Reducing Events in the Elderly) 

Statins are being prescribed for healthy older people in the US and UK with the expectation that 
reducing cholesterol generally will be of benefit in reducing the incidence of heart attacks and 
strokes later in life. However, the possible long-term benefits and harm of prescribing statins for 
healthy older people are not well understood.  

Statins are the most widely used cholesterol-reducing medicines in Australia with approximately ⅓ 
of people over 70 taking them. They are also the most widely prescribed medicine in Australia, 
taken by 2.6 million people.  



StaREE is a trial, run from Curtin University and funded by government grant, to gain a better 
understanding of the benefits and problems in prescribing statins for healthy elderly people. The 
trial started in 2016 and will run until 2023.  It is a randomised statin/placebo trial that will involve 
10,000 participants drawn from urban and rural/regional areas across Australia.  Each participant is 
randomly assigned to receive either a statin or placebo which they will take for up to five years.  
During this time, they will be monitored both by their GP and by the trails team at Curtin (or other 
participating university), with at least 6-monthly phone calls and annual visits to their university 
clinic.  Participants who show any signs of health problems that may be caused by statins will cease 
to receive the medication but will continue (should they wish), to be monitored within the 
programme.  

To date, some 6,600 individuals (52% female, 48% male), are participating in the trial with more 
than 2,600 GP’s from 1,100 practices collaborating as co-investigators. 
 
QUARTET 
Typically, a patient is prescribed a single drug to control their blood pressure. If this drug fails or 
they suffer significant side-effects, then they are prescribed another single drug, and so on until one 
is found that works for them.  However, all blood pressure reducing drugs have side effects which 
can build up over time.  
 

The purpose of the QUARTET trial, run by Curtin University, is to determine whether prescribing a 
quarter dose of a combination of four different drugs (LDQT or low dose quadruple therapy), could 
provide the necessary reduction in blood pressure but with 
less cumulative harm from side effects.   
 

A target of 100 randomised participants with a history of 
hypertension or high blood pressure and who either take no 
medication or are using a standard monotherapy drug will be 
selected for the trial.  They will be randomised to receive 
either a single drug or an LDQT combination drug for a period 
of three months.  They will undergo a medical examination at 
Curtin which includes a full blood pressure and ECG test.  
They will be checked at the half-way point, at which time an 
additional low-dose drug may be added if their blood pressure 
remains high and undergo another full examination and ECG 
at the end.  The medications are provided free of charge to the participants. 
 

PACIFIC Study (Prevalence of undetected atrial fibrillation and association with 
cardiovascular risk factors in the community) 
 
Atrial fibrillation is a type of abnormal heart rhythm which 
may lead to blood clots and strokes.  Clinical guidelines 
recommend routine screening for atrial fibrillation for those 
aged 65 or over to prevent more serious cardio-vascular 
problems later.  
 

The PACIFIC study, conducted by the Healthy Living Clinic 
at Curtin University, is a non-intervention study of up to 
1,000 participants over 55, who can read and understand 
English and who can pay two visits to Curtin University.  The first visit will involve a blood pressure 
test and an ECG plus completion of questionnaires about lifestyle, health, medical history and 
cognitive function.  Participants will take a loaned iECG monitor (for use with a smartphone App), to 
record their ECG twice daily for the duration of the trial. On the second visit two weeks later, they 
will return the iECG, provide blood and urine samples for on-the-spot reports on cholesterol and 
other cardio-vascular markers, and have an ultrasound examination of the arteries in the neck and 
arm. 
 

To get involved in either QUARTET or PACIFIC, call 1800 971 022 (Option 1). 
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In the lifetime of many of us 
Australia manufactured railway 
rolling stock including locomotives, 
motor vehicles, washing 
machines, refrigerators, vacuum 
cleaners, clothing and footwear 
and the list went on and on. 

Today find an Australian 
manufactured bicycle, a shirt, a 
pair of shoes, or almost anything 
and you will be hard pressed. 

It’s a disappointment. 

 

The Wirraway (an Aboriginal word 
meaning "challenge") was a training and general purpose military aircraft manufactured in 
Australia by the Commonwealth Aircraft Corporation (CAC) between 1939 and 1946. It was an 
Australian development of the North American NA-16 training aircraft. The Wirraway has been 
credited as being the foundation of Australian aircraft manufacturing.  

During the Second World War, both Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) and Royal Australian 
Navy (RAN), deployed a number of Wirraways into combat roles, where they served in a 
makeshift light bomber/ground attack capacity, striking against the advancing forces of the 
Empire of Japan. While the type had been primarily used as a trainer and general purpose 
aircraft, being present in small quantities within the majority of front-line squadrons for these 
purposes; the aircraft was often pressed into combat when required. Typically, fighter versions 
of the Wirraway were operated over theatres such as New Guinea to perform ground attack 
missions and other Army co-operation tasks over extended periods until more advanced aircraft 
had become available in sufficient quantities. On 12 December 1942, the Wirraway achieved its 
only shoot-down of an enemy aircraft—thought to be a Mitsubishi A6M Zero at the time, but later 
determined to be a Nakajima Ki-43 Hayabusa - while flown by Pilot Officer John S. "Jack" 
Archer.  

Following the end of the conflict, the Wirraway was operated for over a decade as a trainer by 
the RAAF, the newly formed RAN Fleet Air Arm, and the squadrons of the Citizen Air Force. 

During 1957, the last of the RAN's 
Wirraways was retired, having been 
replaced by the newer jet-powered de 
Havilland Vampire; as the CAC Winjeel 
came into squadron service, the RAAF 
phasing out its remaining fleet of 
Wirraways during the late 1950s. 
Officially, the last military flight to be 
performed by the type was conducted 
on 27 April 1959. Notably, the Wirraway 
had also functioned as the starting point 
for the design of a wartime "emergency 
fighter", which was also developed and 
manufactured by CAC, known as the 
Boomerang.  
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      Who Owns the Zebra ? 

 

 

 

 

 

This brain-teaser can be solved by combining deduction, analysis and sheer 
persistence.   The essential facts are as follows. 

 

 

There are 5 houses, each with a front door of a different colour, and inhabited 
by men of different nationalities, with different pets and drinks.   Each man smokes a different kind of pipe 
tobacco. 

 

The Englishman lives in the house with the red door. 

The Spaniard owns the dog. 

Coffee is drunk in the house with the green door. 

The Ukrainian drinks tea. 

The house with the green door is immediately to the right (your right) of the house with the ivory door. 

The Medium Cut smoker owns snails. 

Spun Cut is smoked in the house with the yellow door. 

Milk is drunk in the middle house. 

The Norwegian lives in the house on the left. 

The man who smokes Mixture lives in the house next to the man with the fox. 

Spun Cut is smoked in the house next to the house where the horse is kept. 

The Flake smoker drinks orange juice. 

The Japanese smokes Rough Cut. 

The Norwegian lives next to the house with the blue door. 

 

Now, who drinks water,  and,   who owns the zebra ?   (2 persons) 
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Editor’s Note:  This article on the recent bushfires may not be agreed to by some  -  many may have a 
different opinion.   It is not the intention of our organisation to attempt to influence anyone either way, rather, 
all we have done is to allow this person to articulate his thoughts.  We are not advocating one way, or 
another.   We are happy to print a different viewpoint if one is received. 
 
 
I am writing this because I am appalled at the amount of near-hysterical reaction to the recent NSW and 

Queensland bush-fires.  My reasoning is not so much about the fires or the 
people affected, but about whether "man-made" climate change is the underlying 
cause.  Before I go further, my stance is not so much a personal but rather a 
professional reaction.  
  
I begin by telling those of you who don't know, for a period of some 40 years, my 
work as a loss adjuster was involved with natural disasters, ranging from Cyclone 
Tracy through to a lesser involvement in 2009.  I was appointed as National Chief 
Loss Adjuster, an advisory role, to the Insurance Council of Australia on all-
natural disasters but particularly bush-fires. This role was interactive with all 
agencies and spanned more than 10 years.  It was both proactive in planning 
stages and reactive after the event.  I was heavily involved in the 1983 Victorian 
fires. 
  
I acknowledge the advice of The Bureau of Meteorology and the Climate Council, 

is a reality to the effect the projected changes to climate, was derived from modelling, which strongly 
suggested change would occur unless man-made contribution was reduced.  
  
Somehow or other, sections of our 
communities, have taken control of the 
scientific argument about the future and 
have interpreted it to mean the change has 
already occurred.  Not so.  Records I have 
seen, actually show that the slight upward 
trend in temperatures on a global scale 
seems to be in direct line with the earth's 
ever occurring "natural" climatic change 
patterns.  History shows numerous ice 
ages, when the planet cooled, to 
corresponding heating up periods, over 
billions of years. This has always occurred.  
It is the nature of our planet and cannot be 
influenced by what man can or cannot do.  
On the other hand, the impact of humans is a future projection, well-founded on scientific modelling.  
  
The true position, despite all the comments about what the current fires mean in a climate change scenario, 
is nobody can really tell if there is any connection. 
  
What I can tell you with absolute certainty is that these fires, as bad as they were, are no more intense, 
widespread, dangerous or unexpected in outcome, to many previous and historic events. There is no 
accurate method to measure such outcomes.  However, it is possible to look at prevailing conditions and 
contributing factors to seek patterns or influential factors.  
  
Take a look at the following comparative data, much of which has been ignored by the frantic argument to 
directly link man-made climate change to the outbreak and effects of these latest fires.  I detail some of the 
arguments I have heard go unchallenged, or are simply ignored and unreported, particularly by the ABC, 
who are the appointed official national disaster communications service.  
  
This the first time such fires have been rated as catastrophic. True, but not because they were rated any 
worse than many previous fires.  In 2009, following the bush-fire inquiry, the defined categories of fire were 
renamed.   
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Catastrophic was introduced as the most severe warning.  So this description was never intended to 
make people think they were the worst fires ever.  I have heard many media reports entrench this 
mistake. 

The fires are occurring earlier because of climate extending the summer risk.  Can only be applicable in 
the North.  However, NSW has a long history of November and December bush-fires.   In 1944, the Blue 
Mountains lost 27 homes and other property in November.  Since then, I can recall at least 3 other 
similarly timed events in NSW.   So this year was not unique, as has been strongly inferred by many 
reporters.  In southern areas, January and February have historically been prone to outbreaks. These 
fires are the most widespread and worst ever. They certainly were disastrous.   

However, it is impossible to compare unless it can be based on raw data.  Have more lives been lost 
than ever before?  No, although 1 is far too many.  In 2009, 173 people died.  In 1983, 75 people died.   
In 1962, 62 people died.  In that decade one of the victims in Eltham North was George Crowe, my 
Grandfather and Grandma's father in law.  In 1967, it was reported that 2,600 square kms of land was 
devastated in just 5 hours (just try to imagine that ferocity).   

In 2009 there were 2030 homes destroyed and in 1983 there were 6,000 homes and other buildings 
destroyed.  Does this define which fire was the worst ?  NO.  All fires are bad but to try and claim the 
current fires are the worst ever is a blatant disregard for historical fact.   

Worse still, it is a deliberate attempt to scare people into accepting the fanatical side of the global 
warming argument, by accepting radical changes to our economy, power generation and mining (let 
alone agriculture and transport) must occur right now and in a premature manner. The so-called re-
definition of the predicted changes into an 
emergency is a way to virtually destroy our entire 
way of life.  

The fires were started as a result of climate 
changed conditions.  Clearly wrong.  80% of fires 
were started by people either deliberately or 
accidentally lighting them.  Dry lightning strikes 
have been long recorded and are nothing new. 

What has our Media generally ignored ?  One of 
the clearest data-based facts, reported out of the 
2009 Inquiry, was the finding that fire intensity is 
proportional to and severely aggravated by fire 
loads created by undergrowth and forest floor 
debris accumulation.  We can't control wind and 
heat, but we can control fuel load.  Ask any active Rural or Country serving fireman what they think of 
this hazard.  Then ask your political representatives, why they have influenced the management of 
National Park maintenance, as well as local government reserves, to leave far too much of the forest 
floor intact at any cost.  Winter back burning, firewood removal and general debris clearance have been 
widely restricted by stupid laws.  They argue it preserves natural ecosystems that rely on such decaying 
material.  Well, systematic removal of this fuel load may well disrupt some Eco-systems, consider this, a 
bush-fire positively destroys them all.  

The only identifiable and the recently introduced risk factor is the environmental law changes that have 
impacted a fire's intensity potential and capacity to burn faster and hotter.  

Find this hard to believe ?  Go into a forest and try setting 
fire to a living gum tree with a match. Now stoop down and 
see if you get any better results from the dead and therefore 
dry undergrowth at your feet. This is the effect ember 
spread has on adjoining bush-land.  

There is much more to say about bringing sanity back into 
discussions and I have my own opinion that if you believe 
the science of global warming, stick to the science and 
ignore the fanatical self-professed experts, like some of the 
current crop of some politicians and shrieking media, self-
appointed, experts.  No, before it can be said, I was not self-
appointed in my former career positions.  

           
   Ray Payne OAM 
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        WESTERN  AUSTRALIA  SELF  FUNDED  RETIREES  Inc. 

                  www.wasfr.org.au    

         MINUTES  

 

 

Minutes of the General Meeting of WASFR Inc. held at the Cambridge Bowling Club, Howtree Place, 
Floreat, on Friday 14 FEBRUARY 2020. 

 

The President opened the meeting at 10.05am with an attendance of 35 members and 7 visitors.   The 
President said that the guest speaker we originally had listed for today (Todd Mason), had unexpectedly 
advised that he was unavailable.   In his place, we have arranged for Sue Critchley from Curtin University to 
talk to us about several different research programmes  that the University is involved with.   An apology 
was extended to anyone who had been looking forward to listening to Todd Mason.   A presentation was 
then made to Margaret Walsh in recognition of her selfless work in maintaining the WASFR website 
together with operation of the laptop and overhead projector for the guest speakers each month. 

 

APOLOGIES:               

C. Atkinson, J. Yeatman, R. & J. Dawson, R. & M. Lowe, S. Dewar. 

 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES: 

Moved B. Dewar, seconded I. Moller, that the Minutes of the meeting held 8 November 2019 be accepted 
as a true record.    Carried. 

 

BUSINESS ARISING:  

WA Seniors Alliance (WASA):  After many months of uncertainty, National Seniors finally said that they 
did not wish to continue their long association with the WA Seniors Alliance.   A request had been made by 
the WASFR President to address their February Branch Network Forum, but the response was that they 
were not interested.   Unfortunately, this coincides with COTA WA also saying that they did not have 
sufficient resources to remain as a member of WASA.   Despite the loss of 2 members, the WASA 2020/21 
State submission has been finalised and copies distributed to many State politicians.   Visits to these 
politicians has already started. 

Alliance for a Fairer Retirement System (AFRS):  Over the past 3 months many phone meetings have 
been held between members.   The Terms of Reference for the Review into Retirement Incomes was 
released on 22 November 2019 and included 26 questions (8 categories).   Submissions had been invited 
from any interested parties with a cut-off date of 3 February 2020   -   those people lodging submissions 
were encouraged to address as many of the 26 questions as possible. The final submission from the AFRS 
consisted of 44 pages (which included a 6 page summary).   WASFR also lodged a submission (4 pages) 
which was mainly confined to the segment headed “Equity”  -   copies are available on the WASFR website. 

The President mentioned several matters that might be of interest to members   -   including the possibility 
of including the value of the family home in the assets test for a part-Age pension.   This issue has attracted 
a fair amount of media attention over the past year or so, but the Prime Minister has already announced that 
there is no desire for this to happen (we understand that it has been excluded from any deliberations by the 
Review Committee).   Several members commented on the pros and cons of including the family home in 
the assets test and it seemed that, one day, it may come up for serious debate   -   but it would take a 
“Brave” government to actually do this.   The Review Committee are expected to produce their final report 
by 30 June 2020  -   it will be interesting to see what they come up with.   The comment was made that, 
over the past 10 years, there have been at least 3 similar reports presented to various governments, all 
dealing with retirement incomes, and we have yet to see any positive changes. 

Note:   At last count there have been in excess of 75 submissions lodged   -   some private submissions 
were just a few paragraphs (and were mainly confined to personal circumstances).     

                       State & Federal Advocates for Fully and Partly Self Funded Retirees                                   ........./2 
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Interview with Celia Hammond:   The President reported that he, along with the Secretary of the  
Superannuated Commonwealth Officers Assn. (WA) Inc., had visited the new member for Curtin, M/s Celia 
Hammond, on 13 November 2019.   The meeting went for well over the hour and was regarded as quite  
successful.   M/s Hammond was interested in all of the 9 items in our 2020/21 Federal submission and asked 
several questions.   At the end of the meeting M/s Hammond promised to follow up several of the issues in 
the submission with her colleagues in Canberra and said that she would get back to us when appropriate.  
We have another meeting with M/s Hammond scheduled for 19 March 2020. 
Note:   Nothing further on the request for a meeting with Senator Mathias Cormann. 
 

2020/21 Federal Pre-Budget submission:   The 2020/21 submission has been sent out to many federal 
politicians and we are currently requesting a meeting with some (a copy is on the WASFR website). 
Still no word from a request for a meeting with Steve Irons.     
 

CORRESPONDENCE:                    
-    Emails (many) from the Royal Commission into Aged Care 
-    Emails re AFRS meetings & comments re submission  
 -    includes the WASFR submission to the Retirement Review 
-    Emails to politicians re WASFR 2020/21 Federal submission  -  incl. Treasury 
-    Emails re including residential home in Age pension assets test 
-    Emails from Town of Cambridge 
-    Emails re meeting with SA Superannuants  (9 December 2019   -   President attended) 
-    Emails from Rice Warner   
-    Emails from PS News 
-    Emails re interview for the ABC  -  December 2019 
-    Email re Water Safety (Survey)  -  15 January 2020    
-    Emails re WA Seniors Alliance  (incl. 2020 State submission) 
-    Letter from Asst. Minister for Finance  -  Indexation and Deeming rates 
-    Gold Coast Retirees  -  December & February newsletters 
-    ACOSS media releases  
-    COTA Connections November & December 2019, January 2020  
-    CPSA The Voice  -  December/January & February 2020  (also 10 questions on Aged Care) 
-    SuperGuide  -  November & December 2019,  January 2020 
 

FINANCE:  M. Harris invited members to look at the financial statement located on the reverse of today’s 
Agenda.   Note that Xmas hampers had been presented to Tony Krsticevic, and Vince Connelly’s office for 
their assistance in printing our newsletter, as well as Agendas/Minutes etc.   No questions from members. 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  
Other:   Members were reminded that the meeting scheduled for April would be held on Friday 3 April due 
to the fact that the second Friday (10th), falls on Good Friday. 
After the morning tea break we had Sue Critchley speak to us on some of the research work being carried 
out at Curtin University.   In particular, the STAREE programme involves research on the use of statins on 
those aged over 55, together with the QUARTET and PACIFIC research programmes.   Members were 
invited to nominate for inclusion in any of these programmes.   Very well received. 
 
Speakers for the following months are as follows    
13 March            Jordan Bishop                     Ear Science Institute   -   Latest Developments 
  3 April     Steven Marcuson           Trowbridge Gallery  “The Bunting Quest” 
  8 May     Paul Turnor & Warren Brough         How to stay longer & safer in your own home   
 

Confirmed ......................................... 

 

Date .................................................. 

 

NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  FRIDAY  13 MARCH 2020     

WASFR Inc. does not give advice on any personal, or financial, matters. 
Nothing written or spoken in the course of WASFR meetings, talks or publication is to be  

construed as advice given to members.     

                     State & Federal Advocates for Fully and Partly Self Funded Retirees                                                                                                                                                       



 

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

 

 Name/s: …………………………………………… 

 

 Address: …………………………………………… 

……………………………………………. ……….. 

Telephone: ………………………………………... 

 

 Pre-retirement Occupation/Interests 

 (optional) 

………………………………………………………. 

 Annual Subscription:  Couple $30.00 

            Single  $20.00 

 Please forward application and subscription     

 to: 

 The Treasurer 

Margaret Harris 

 WA Self Funded Retirees Inc. 

 201 Bagot Road 

 Subiaco  WA 6008 

 

 

Volume: 5  Issue: 1  March  2020  Page: 12 

YOUR COMMITTEE 

  

DISCLAIMER 
 

 

Please note that nothing  

written or spoken in the  

course of WASFR  

meetings, talks given,  

or in any publication is to be  

construed as advice to  

members or visitors. 

 

 

THANKS 

 

To the Cambridge Bowling  

Club for extending the use  

of their facilities to us for  

our Committee meetings,  

at no extra cost. 

WASFR NEWS 

Is printed by 

Celia Hammond 

Federal MP for Curtin 

As a Community Service 

Web site: www.wasfr.org.au 

 

President:   

Ron de Gruchy 9447 1313 

Vice-President:  

Position vacant 

Secretary:   

Sharon Goodchild        9386 5875 

Treasurer:   

Margaret Harris:  9381 5303 

Committee: 

Colin Atkinson  9447 9697 

Joe McPhail  9446 7376 

 

MEETINGS: 

Meetings start at 10.00 am and are held at  

Cambridge Bowling Club, Floreat Sporting  

Precinct, Floreat, on the Second Friday of each 

month,  excluding December and January. 

 

We would welcome  ANY 

new Committee members 


