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   PRESIDENT’S  REPORT      

Morning Everyone.  Well it seems that 2022 will be another interesting and 
unforgettable year for all of us.   The last 2 years will certainly not be forgotten 
and this year, which includes a federal election, will be another one.     
Comment:  Let’s hope that it will be the end of this pandemic, but, who knows, 
that could even stretch into 2023 ? 

At the time of writing we have just been advised of a new set of rules etc. relating 
to the Covid-19 virus that will take effect sometime soon.  As you know, the 
period of quarantine will reduce to 7 days and the definition of “close contact” will 
be revised  -  “casual contact” will not be a problem.   The problem is, when will 
these new rules come into effect ??   Whatever happens, you can be assured 
that our next monthly meeting, scheduled for Friday 11th February, will still take 
place - albeit there is the need for masks plus proof of a double 

vaccination.   PLEASE HAVE YOUR PROOF OF DOUBLE VACCINATION HANDY WHEN 
YOU ARRIVE OTHERWISE YOU CANNOT ATTEND THE MEETING.   We don’t expect any 
problems, however, the matter of signing in may take a few minutes longer. 

As mentioned in the last edition, we have now finalised our 2022/23 Federal Pre-
Budget submission and copies have been sent to the Treasury, the Prime 
Minister, the Treasurer, the Asst. Treasurer together with the Minister for Finance 
and the Minister for Superannuation.   Copies have also been sent to a number 
of other federal politicians and we have already started on visits to these 
politicians.  As this is an election year, it is reasonable to expect a more 
receptive attitude than what we might usually get.   There is a list of the issues 
involved in this submission on page 3.   If any of you feel uncertain of what is 
involved, or you may wish to suggest a further item for consideration, then feel 
free to make your concerns known to any of our Committee members. 

It may be of interest to some of you to know that we have been pursuing the 
matter of the tax treatment of pre July 1988 pensions paid to ex-Commonwealth 
public service employees.   This subject was raised by our fellow organisation, 
Superannuated Commonwealth Officers’ Assn. (WA) Inc.  -  who is a partner in 
our joint Pre-Budget submission.   As some of you know, the 15% 
superannuation contribution tax commenced on 1 July 1988  -  prior to that date 
there was no tax payable by anybody.   The problem is that some of the old 
Public Service superannuation schemes (two closed in 1976, one in 1990 and 
one in 2005), are being treated as if there was a tax payable (prior to July 1988), 
but it was not paid. There has been a fair amount of correspondence with 
several government Ministers over the past year and we are hoping for some 
response in the next month or so.   A letter has actually been sent to the Prime 
Minister asking for some action on numerous letters/emails that date back well 
over the past year  -  no response so far. 

You will recall mention of the Alliance for a Fairer Retirement System (AFRS) in 
previous newsletters ?   This AFRS was created prior to the last federal election 
with its’ main focus being on franking credits and negative gearing.   There were 
11 organisations involved (WASFR was one), and we were able to put forward a 
comprehensive submission that resulted in a LNP victory  -   and no punitive 
action being taken on franking credits. 
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The AFRS group subsequently expanded their list of interests and lodged several submissions to the 
government including a 44 page report to the Retirement Income Review Committee in February 2020.   This 
report included references to (a) other incomes besides superannuation, (b) the Age pension (including the 
taper rate), (c) Newstart and those over 55, (d) Aged Care, (e) disencentives to save for retirement together 
with comments on the large 50% reduction of the Age pension in relation to additional income.   Obviously, 
with a 44 page report, there were other issues that were covered.   The full report can be seen at http://
www.fairerretirement.com.au/news/2020/2/12/submission-retirement-income-review-consultation-
paper  
 

There has not been a lot of activity from the AFRS over the past 2 years  -  this may have been influenced by 
the Covid-19 pandemic, together with a low level of issues that needed to be addressed.    However, we are 
now in a pre-election mode and steps have been taken to re-energise members of the AFRS.   Nothing 
specific has emerged so far, and some may say that it is almost too late for any properly organised 
submission to have any useful effect.   We are hopeful that something will happen soon. 
 

The WA Seniors Alliance (WASA) continues to exist and is now in the process of welcoming National 
Seniors Australia back into the fold.   NSA were original members back in 2008 and remained a valued 
presence up until the retirement of their representative some years ago.   The replacement rep. never 
seemed to fit in to what we had been experiencing for a long time, and, eventually, “pulled out” of WASA a 
few years ago (the reason given was so trivial that it does not bear repeating).   The next meeting of WASA is 
on Thursday 3rd February and we are looking forward to welcoming a new rep. from National Seniors.   In 
addition, we also have Aged Care Reform Now (ACRN), who have agreed to join in with other members of 
WASA and help to formulate a combined State submission.   You will recall we mentioned ACRN in the last 
edition of WASFR News and that we were favourably inclined to involving them in both our State, and 
Federal submissions.  They are very competent, and committed, people. 
 

In the last edition we mentioned the matter of retro-fitting automatic fire sprinkler systems in approx. 125 
Aged Care facilities within WA.   We enclosed a copy of a letter sent to the relevant Minister on 30th 
September and referred to a 54 page report subsequently received from this Minister.   After having the time 
to fully digest the contents of this report, and speaking to several other organisations, we decided to suspend 
any future action.   There were several reasons for taking this decision but the main 2 were 

•   statistically, deaths from fires are very low   -   deaths from a fall are said to be 70 times greater, 

• the outcomes from the Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety report (released in    
February 2021 with 148 recommendations), have given the Aged Care industry much to think about 
and for us to add a legislative requirement to retrofit around 125 older Aged Care facilities in WA might 
end up being "the straw that broke the camel’s back” 
     apparently, in NSW, 12 Aged Care facilities closed down after NSW enforced retrofitting fire 
sprinkler systems after the fire in Quakers Hill in 2011 (there might have been other reasons as well ?). 
 

There were 148 recommendations from the Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety and # 9 
was to establish a Council of Elders who would receive and research information about a wide variety of 
issues surrounding the older population.   In December 2021, Ian Yates, CEO of COTA Australia, was named 
as the Chairman of this Council of Elders with 13 other members.  The good news is that Margaret Walsh, a 
member of WASFR, was named as one of those 13 members  -  out of a total of 130 nominations.   This is 
indeed an honour.   This will add to several other important roles that Margaret will need to address in the 
coming years.   Congratulations Margaret. 
 

The second meeting of our Investors Group was held on 19th November 2021 and it looks as if there will be 
several more to come.   There is a short article on page 9. 
 

We have continued to have contact with the organisation PS Superannuants (located in South Australia), in 
relation to submissions to the federal government.   A Zoom meeting was held on 30th September and it was 
beneficial in getting representatives from different organisations to exchange ideas on matters affecting 
retirees.   Due to several problems (the Covid-19 pandemic was one), a second Zoom meeting scheduled for 
December did not occur.   Several phone calls, and emails, over the past week have been interesting.   At 
the time of writing we do not have any details of what PS Superannuants are including in their submission to 
the government. 
 

The Seniors United Party of Australia (SUPA), was finally accepted as a federally registered organisation in 
November 2021.   They say that their main focus will be on candidates for the Federal Senate but that does 
not preclude candidates from contesting the House of Representatives.   Note:  Not to be confused with Clive 
Palmer’s United Party of Australia. 
 

Our next General meeting is on Friday 11th February and the guest speaker will be Eddie Marcus who is to 
speak on the History and Architecture of Perth Pubs.   Hope you are able to arrive a little earlier than normal 
in order to allow extra time for the signing-in.   See you then.   -    Ron de Gruchy 
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                            Digital Health                       E. Goodchild  

Our guest speaker for October was Marion Haas from WA Health Alliance, who gave a talk on Digital Health.  
She defined this as “Healthcare that makes best use of [digital] technology”.  Her talk concentrated mainly on 
My Health Record available through the myGov.au web portal.   She emphasised that this is different from 
the myGov.id website which is quite unrelated. 
 
My Health Record 

This is a national database which holds a summary of each participant’s individual’s health information and 
is accessible by the individual and their “healthcare providers”.  Being a national system, it can be accessed 
wherever one is within Australia whenever it is needed and by whichever (registered) healthcare provider 
one is seeing. 
 
One’s My Healthcare Record is personally controlled: One has a say in who can access the record, who can 
upload information to it and what gets uploaded.  
 
The benefits of the My Health Record system include: 
 

 Immediate access to one’s medical history (recent medical consultations, allergies, current medication, 
hospital discharge summaries, etc.) when consulting a doctor or specialist, 

 Lists medications to which one has previously exhibited an adverse 
reaction, 

 Prevents duplication of treatments or services, 

 Holds immunisation records, 

 Holds organ donor decisions, 

 Holds PBS information, 

 Facilitates Medicare claims. 
….......all of which help improve medical treatment.  Individuals can also 
upload Advance Care Plans (and details of the Advance Care Guardian), 
emergency contact details and other pertinent personal health information. 
 
The information held in My Health Record is protected from unauthorised 
access by legislation and by strong security mechanisms.  It is stored within Australia and is encrypted.  The 
system is monitored by the Cyber Security Centre within the Australian Digital Health Agency and any 
software connecting to it will have been vetted thoroughly.  The penalties for deliberate misuse of the 
information can be severe (fines of up to $315,000 for individuals and up to $630,000 for organisations).  
[Author’s note: this legal protection only applies within the Australian jurisdiction; hackers based overseas 
are largely immune from Australian law and its enforcement] 
 
Marion emphasised that participation is totally voluntary — one need not opt into the system but can do so at 
any time and opt out again should one wish to do so.  She did offer her opinion that the benefits of opting 
into the system outweighed any perceived disadvantages.  Furthermore, one has some degree of control 
over who can have access to their records: either by restricting access to specific documents within the 
record or to the record itself — however, there is a “break-glass” facility within the system which can allow 
medical personnel to access one’s record without permission in cases of emergency.  Except in 
emergencies, even healthcare providers need express permission to see documents or records to which one 
has restricted access.  Healthcare providers can upload clinical documents to one’s record without seeking 
permission although one can instruct the provider not to upload a specific document.  One can also register 
to receive email or SMS alerts whenever one’s record is accessed.  
 
Marion showed some statistics on the usage of My Health Record from earlier this year — 2.89 billion 
documents had been uploaded to the system at that time, of which 145 million were provided by specialist 
medical staff and hospitals, 245 million by GP’s and pharmacists, 367 million by individuals and, by far the 
largest proportion, 2.5 billion by government agencies.   Very nearly all GP’s, pharmacies and public 
hospitals have registered to use the system although a small proportion of these don’t actually use it.   A 
member of the audience pointed out that setting up IT systems to use MHR and loading their patents’ 
records on to it is time consuming and that GP’s receive no extra funding for this work, so it is, perhaps, 
unsurprising that not all have embraced it. 



Digital Health cont………. 
 
My Health Record is accessed through the myGov.au  
website.  Having signed into myGov, one has then to link My 
Health Record to myGov and register to use it.  This will  
require one to identify oneself by entering  one’s Medicare 
card number and some other personal information and one’s 
bank account details.  Once registered to use My Health  
record, one may find that it already contains some current and past health information.   One’s doctor can then 
upload one’s current medical conditions and medications and other pertinent health information to the system 
(on request). 
 
E-PRESCRIPTIONS 
 

As the name suggests, e-prescriptions (short for electronic prescriptions) are 
digital versions of paper prescriptions and can be used for all medicines.  They 
do not replace paper prescriptions — one can choose which to have for each 
medicine prescribed (however, one cannot have both for any individual  
prescription. 
 
An e-prescription can be sent to you during one’s consultation either by SMS 
or email and is immediately available on one’s smartphone or tablet.  The  
e-prescription will contain a Q-code which can be scanned by the pharmacist 
to identify the medicine and authorise its dispensation.  One can either  
present the e-prescription oneself at a chemists or forward it (SMS or email), to a family member or carer so 
that they can collect it for you.  One can also forward 
the e-prescription to a pharmacy for home delivery  
(if they provide that service). 
 
TELEHEALTH 
 

Marion spoke very briefly about other tools available, 
including Telehealth, which is important in  
rural and remote areas where access to medical care 
can be difficult or impossible.  This makes use of  
software applications such as Zoom or Teams to  
enable one to consult your doctor via a video link.   
Although this obviously does not allow physical  
examination, it works well for many ailments and for 
ongoing monitoring and also for an initial consultation 
in more serious situations. 
__________________________________________ 
 
FRED & EMMA  
 

Fred and Emma were both patients in a mental hospital.  One day while they were walking past the  

hospital swimming pool Fred suddenly jumped into the deep end.  

He sank to the bottom of the pool and stayed there.  

Emma promptly jumped in to save him.  She swam to the bottom and pulled him out.  

When the Head Nurse Director became aware of Emma's heroic act she immediately ordered her to be  

discharged from the hospital, as she now considered her to be mentally stable.  

When she went to tell Emma the news she said, 'Emma, I have good news and bad news.  The good news 

is you're being discharged, since you were able to rationally respond to a crisis by jumping in and saving 

the life of the person you love...      I have concluded that your act displays sound mindedness.  

The bad news is, Fred hung himself in the bathroom with his bathrobe belt right after you saved him.   

I am so sorry, but he's dead.'  

Emma replied: 'He didn't hang himself, I put him there to dry.  How soon can I go home?'  
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Australia Day ~ is the date relevant to us?                                                       by Sid Breeden 

Another year and controversy continues. 26th January has not only evolved into an official public holiday with 
BBQs and spectacular fireworks but degenerated into questioning whether the day is truly representative. 
Covid and taxpayers paying $20 million to secure copyright on the Aboriginal flag may have subdued 
newspapers ‘stirring it up’ in their bid for sensationalism but on the other hand respected journalists and 
prominent people across Australia publish their views. As a parochial Sandgroper I’ve been guilty of engaging 
in the debate. To provoke thought, following is a summarised history to ponder. 
 

26th January 1788 is the nominated First Fleet arrival at Sydney Cove to proclaim a Penal Colony although it 
was the 18th when they first dropped anchor in Botany Bay. Problem is they only occupied a small coastal strip 
of what Cook in 1770 had named New South Wales which was roughly the eastern 2/3 of New Holland, the 
part we now call Qld/NSW/Vic/SA/NT/ACT/Jervois Bay plus offshore islands Tasmania (originally Van 
Diemen’s Land) and NZ. The unclaimed western land remained the separate New Holland as named by Abel 
Tasman in 1649.  
 

Back in 1606 Dutch East India Company mariner Willem Janszoon 
purportedly charted the west side of what we know as Cape York Peninsula. 
He thought it part of New Guinea and left no proof of landing nor does his 
original map exist so it’s problematical to claim him as first European on 
Australian soil whereas ten years later fellow countryman Dirk Hartog knew 
he had arrived at the South Land and left proof. 
 

1616 Dirk Hartog stepped onto an island in Shark Bay and became the first 
European to leave physical proof by way of his famous pewter plate. He then 
charted part of the North West coast before returning to Batavia, renamed 
Jakarta in 1949. 
 

Hartog’s landing started extensive Dutch charting of our west coast and just 
eleven years later (1627) a composite map showing 1,900km of the west 
coast from the Ashburton River almost to Albany was the first published map 
to show any authentic part of the Australian coastline, then called Eendrachtsland. 
 

Published in 1649 the remarkably accurate Abel Tasman map of the land he named New Holland shows the 
western two thirds without the unknown east coast. On an earlier voyage Tasman discovered the island Van 
Diemen's Land (Tasmania) then sailed east missing the east coast mainland. After his second voyage along 
the mainland north coast found nothing of commercial interest the Dutch VOC company lost interest.   
1688, one hundred years before the First Fleet, buccaneer William Dampier and crew were the first Britons to 
set foot on New Holland. This was at present day 1838-named King Sound near Derby where they remained 
for two months. Ten years later (1698) the Admiralty commissioned Dampier to return and explore. Over a 
three months period he charted and explored 1,400km of our North West coast. Dampier’s books were read 
with interest by subsequent explorers and naturalists, including James Cook and Matthew Flinders, Alexander 
von Humboldt and Charles Darwin. 
Readers will recognise the many Dutch, French and 
English names the explorers assigned to our west 
coast and that we use today. 
 

Belatedly along came Lieutenant James Cook in 
1770. He claimed and charted the east coast of 
what he named NSW then left never to return. New 
Zealand was part of Cook’s NSW. 
 

After the 1788 landing the interior of NSW-New 
Holland remained a mystery with the British thinking 
the two might be separate islands. This thinking 
remained until after December 1801 when Matthew 
Flinders arrived at our southwest corner and named 
Cape Leeuwin (a memorial is there) followed by 
about a month exploring King George Sound before 
travelling east with his 1802-03 circumnavigation 
proving west and east to be one island continent. 
 

Losing confidence in the seaworthiness of ‘Investigator’ and his crew’s illness Flinders knew the west and 
north coasts had already been well mapped by others, so he was able to sail offshore through these areas and 
past his starting point Cape Leeuwin onwards to Port Jackson. 

Willem Janszoon born 1570 
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1814 Flinders died in London aged 40. His lost grave was recently found under what is to be an expansion of 
London’s Euston Station where a Flinders statue stands. A few years before, my wife Carole and I visited this 
area which includes the remaining unremarkable WW2 bomb destroyed cemetery and Maple Street in nearby 
St Pancras (now Fitzrovia) where Flinders last lived but was then named London Street. 
 

1817 NSW Governor Macquarie received a copy of Flinders journal ‘A Voyage to Terra Australis’ and from then 
on used the term ‘Australia’ in his correspondence. Flinders’ 634 page Journals are freely available as an  
e-book on the Project Gutenberg website. 
 

Apparently in 1824 British officials declared the name Australia be adopted for the one land. I say ‘apparently’ 
because the National Library of Australia cannot locate any document declaring this official but while Flinders 
was not the first to use the name, he was first to name Australia on his map showing our land a single 
continent and the person who popularised the name ‘Australia’. 
 

1829 (five years later) Captain Fremantle claimed all of New Holland for the Crown and James Stirling soon 
after proclaimed the free Swan River Colony which was renamed Western Australia in 1832. 
 

Now the tricky bit.  26th January 1788 is deemed the day the First Fleet arrived to start a British penal Colony 
on the east coast.  New Holland to the west was unclaimed and thought to be a separate island until 26 years 
later when Flinders proved otherwise.  Until then the Brits had no notion of there being a land called Australia. 
Yet we celebrate this NSW Foundation Day as Australia Day. 
 

Back in 1938, the 150th anniversary of the First Fleet, the indigenous population held a ‘Day of Mourning and 
Protest’ that has morphed across Australia into ‘Invasion Day’, something many argue both ways. 
 

Getting to the nub of the problem, many, including our aboriginal-decent past WA Treasurer Ben Wyatt, 
consider the 26th as NSW Day, not Australia Day.   How then can we Sandgropers argue against that! 
 

Around 1808 NSW started celebrating and long was 26th January called variations of “NSW Day”. There is no 
doubt the 26th January 1788 represents, by dispossession, a ‘people event’ that ideally needs changing to a 
neutral ‘sense of place event’. 
 

On my part I lobbied PM ScoMo but being an eastern stater, unsurprisingly he has not replied. 
 

Of course t’othersiders would want to keep foisting their 26th onto us in the West but there are many 
alternative dates.  Each needs careful consideration to ensure a universal neutral ‘sense of place event’. 
 

The 1824 day Australia was formally proclaimed as the 
name for our one land would surely be a prime contender 
for a neutral true ‘Australia Day’.   If we don’t know the 
exact date then choose a suitable date for a holiday 
celebration but not 26th January nor Federation 1st 
January (1901) because no-one wants to lose New Year’s 
Day as a separate long weekend. 
 

It should also be noted that following a 1935 laissez-faire 
agreement between states it was only in 1994 that 
Australia Day was declared a public holiday. 
  

Just to muddy things, in 1772 French Captain Alesne de 
Saint–Allouran landed on Dirk Hartog Island and claimed 
there in the name of the King of France.   His bottle and 
coin, discovered in 1998, are in the WA Museum. 
 

Hopefully the above illustrates there is much more to 
modern Australia than the arrival of the First Fleet and 
stimulates thought on how our modern community might 
convince the decision makers that we need change away 
from NSW occupation Day to a neutral celebration that 
everyone can proudly enjoy as a true uncontroversial 
‘Australia Day’. 
 

One final observation: With two flags, our 2021 reworded 
National Anthem “we are one” seems an enigma.   Ah well, 
one day it all might get sorted out.   
 

Matthew Flinders and his cat  Trim 
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A father said to his three sons when he sent them to university, "It is my duty 
to provide you with the best possible education, and for that you owe me 
nothing.  But, I want you to appreciate it.  As a sign of that appreciation, 
please put $1,000 each into my coffin when I die." 
 

The sons became a doctor, a lawyer and a financial planner; all three did very 
well financially. 
 

When the father died and they saw him lying in his coffin, they remembered 
his wish. 
 

First, it was the doctor who put ten $100 notes onto the breast of the deceased. 

Then came the financial planner, who laid down his $1,000. 
 

Finally, it was the turn of the bereaved lawyer.  He looked in his pocket, took out his 
cheque-book, wrote a cheque for $3,000, put it into his father's coffin, and took out the 
$2,000 cash. 

       Later, he became a politician.  
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WASFR Investment Group Seminar 

The Investment Group held its second seminar for 2021 10-11:30am on Friday 19th November at the 
Cambridge Bowling Club with 18 members present to hear two talks related to Separately Managed 
Accounts (SMAs) given by Eve Broadley (private client adviser at Shaw and Partners (stockbrokers), 
and Toby Jefferis, Senior Investment Adviser, Shaw and Partners 

Precis:   Each investor has a separate ‘account’ to which their investments are allocated. SMAs are 
positioned between Individually Managed Portfolios and Managed Funds.  Apart from reducing time 
and effort for the investor (superannuant/SMSF), they offer increased levels of control and 
transparency, agility and tax optimisation. SMAs are well suited to investors who are getting older and/
or in pension phase, and don’t wish to have a time-consuming/onerous regular involvement with share 
portfolio management. Annual management fees range from 0.82% to 1.66% of the portfolio’s value.  

Photo below: WASFR members listening attentively to the speakers:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo below – Guest speaker Eve Broadley (left) and WASFR Seminar attendees: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Historical footnote: At the commencement of the Seminar, Peter Farr held up the 19th October 1997 
Australian Financial Review with the front-page headline “Will Wall Street regain its nerve?”, following 
the Dow Jones Industrial Average fall of 9.5% for that week down to 2,247 points – making a fall of 
17.5% since its then all-time high of 2,700 points in August 1997. Eve Broadley pointed out that the 
answer to the question turns out to be a definite Yes since that day (19 Nov. 2021) the Dow was at 
35,871 points!   This translates to a gain of 1500%.   
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            WESTERN AUSTRALIA SELF FUNDED RETIREES Inc.  

               
         www.wasfr.org.au 

  

     MINUTES 
                           

Minutes of the General Meeting of WASFR Inc. held at the Cambridge Bowling Club, Howtree Place, Floreat, 
on Friday 12 NOVEMBER 2021. 
 
The President opened the meeting at 10.05am and welcomed the 46 members attending. This is the last 
meeting for 2021 and there will not be a guest speaker.   There will be some “Christmas cheer” coming at 
10.45am and we hope that we can all enjoy an early celebration of Christmas.   It was accepted that bookings 
at the Bowling Club are quite heavy around this time of the year and WASFR has difficulty in getting a booking 
during December  -  hence no meeting in December. 
 
APOLOGIES:   V. Payne, C. Chapman, N. Karpewycz, H. Ellis, R. Wyatt, W. Cann. 
 
CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES:   Moved by I. Moller, seconded J. Yeatman, that the Minutes of the meeting 
held 8 October 2021 be accepted as a true record.    Carried. 
 
BUSINESS ARISING:  
WA Seniors Alliance (WASA):   A letter was received on 29 October from the Minister for Environment, 
Climate Action & Commerce in response to the letter from WASA asking for a review of the earlier decision not 
to legislate for the retrofitting of fire sprinkler systems in Aged Care facilities.   This letter confirmed the earlier 
decision not to legislate and was accompanied by a 54 page report outlining the background, and reasons, for 
the decision.  After lengthy consideration, together with discussion with other groups, it was agreed that WASA 
would not offer any further challenges to the Minister’s decision.   There were several factors contributing to 
this result.  The main ones being (a) that deaths occurring due to a fire were very low (deaths occurring due to 
a fall were 70 times greater), and (b) that the outcomes from the Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality 
and Safety, with 148 recommendations, had given Aged Care facilities a range of matters that had to be 
attended to in a short period of time.   It was accepted that the imposition of a further, and very expensive, 
problem for these facilities could result in serious financial hardship for some.  It was noted that, in NSW (some 
years ago), 12 Aged Care facilities had ceased operating due to legislation being passed concerning the 
retrofitting of fire sprinkler systems. 
 
COTA WA:   Nothing further to report on the secrecy surrounding the Positive Ageing Alliance and the Seniors 
Sector Partnership created by COTA WA. 
 
Investment Group:  The second meeting of this group is scheduled to take place on Friday 19th November at 
the Cambridge Bowling Club commencing at 10am.   The 2 main speakers will be Eve Broadley who is a 
private client adviser at Shaw and Partners and has over 50 years involvement in stockbroking (she was the 
first female member of the ASX in WA), and Toby Jefferis who has been a financial adviser for more than 17 
years.  Toby has worked with retail, corporate and institutional clients incorporating investment and 
superannuation portfolio management and wealth creation strategies.   There will be a cost of $3 for members, 
$10 for visitors, and tea/coffee etc. will be available.   The regularity of future meetings will be discussed with 
those attending but should be around 4 - 5 times per year. 
 
Aged Care Reform Now (ACRN):   The President advised that ACRN had joined in with the WA Seniors 
Alliance and had provided valuable assistance on the fire sprinkler system issue in Aged Care facilities. 
The President invited M/s Amina Schipp and M/s Yvonne Buters, 2 of the WA members of ACRN, to give a 
short presentation on the activities of ACRN.   This is an Australia-wide organisation that is focused on 
improving the treatment of the elderly in Australia’s aged care system  -  both at home and in residential 
care.   The recent report from the Royal Commission into Aged Care Quality and Safety has provided a 
number of issues that ACRN are pursuing in the hope of improving the quality of life for older Australians. 
       
                 ………../2 
                              State & Federal Advocates for Fully and Partly Self Funded Retirees                  
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RECRUITMENT:  The President referred to previous suggestions concerning a “letter box drop” and the 
possibility of placing pamphlets on public notice boards in shopping centres.   For various reasons it had 
been decided that attempts would first be made to try and get access to the various Committees at several 
Retiree establishments at Ocean Gardens and St. Ives in Jolimont.   If this proves to be worthwhile 
consideration would be given to extending the campaign to other localities. 

                             

COMMUNICATIONS:  

-    Emails re Investment group 

-    Letter/emails re fire sprinkler systems  (many)     (GCR & BNR involved) 

-    Email from Ian Goodenough  -  Community grants 

-    Emails re Positive Ageing Alliance    

-    Emails from ACRN  -  Allied Health in Aged Care  (?? October 2022) 

-    Emails from ACPSRO  -   possible involvement in NDIS 

-    Emails from Town of Cambridge  -  incl. Xmas lunch (10 December) 

-    Email re Aged Care Stakeholder Support  

-    Emails from SUPA and SA Superannuants 

-    Email from COTA Australia  -   October & November newsletters 

-    ACOSS media releases (4)  

-    CPSA The Voice  -  13th, 20th, 27th October, 3rd & 10th November 

-    SuperGuide   -   October newsletter 

-    COTA WA Connections   -   November 

-    Gold Coast Retirees  -  November newsletter 

-    Brisbane North Retirees  -  November newsletter 

-    SMSF Weekly News Digests (10)  
  

FINANCE:  In the absence of the Treasurer, M. Harris, the President invited members to look at the financial 
statement printed on the reverse of today’s Agenda.  Total funds as at 5 November amounted to $8,368.86.  
No outstanding accounts.  No questions from members. 
 

GENERAL BUSINESS:  

Laptop computer:   The President said that our laptop computer is now over 8 years old and has a battery 
that is in need of replacing.   This computer is used in conjunction with a projector and is used with power-
point presentations by guest speakers.   It is only used sparingly, however, there is still a need to have 
something available for use by guest speakers.   Consideration was given to replacing the hard drive with a 
solid-state drive, plus a new battery, however we are now considering purchase of a new laptop computer.   
The comment was made that we should approach Lotterywest (who originally provided the funds for this 
computer) and see if they would be willing to assist with a grant. 

On behalf of the Committee, the President wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 

Speakers for the following months are as follows          

11 February       Eddie Marcus       “Raise your Glass to the Past” History and Architecture of Perth Pubs 

11 March         Hilary Silbert         “The life and Legacy of Edith Cowan” 

  8 April         Mike Galvin (RSL Claremont )      “The Great War - Battle of Bullecourt” 

13 May         Warren Anderson  “The life and works of the Perth based architect Iwan Iwanoff” 

 

Confirmed ......................................... 

Date .................................................. 

 

    NEXT GENERAL MEETING:  FRIDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2022 

WASFR Inc. does not give advice on any personal, or financial, matters. 

Nothing written or spoken in the course of WASFR meetings, talks or publication Is to be construed 
as advice given to members.    

 

             State & Federal Advocates for Fully and Partly Self Funded Retirees                

                          



 

            APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 

 

Name/s: ………………………………………………... 

Address: ……………………………………………...… 

…………………………………………………………... 

Telephone: ………………………………………..…… 

 Pre-retirement Occupation/Interests    (optional) 

………………………………………………………...… 

 Annual Subscription:   

Couple $30.00,   Single  $20.00 

 Please forward application and subscription to  

 
 

The Treasurer 
 

 Margaret Harris 
 WA Self Funded Retirees Inc. 

 201 Bagot Road  
 Subiaco  WA 6008 

 
Email: littlejim2@optusnet.com.au 
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YOUR COMMITTEE 

Web site: www.wasfr.org.au 

President:   

Ron de Gruchy  9447 1313 

Vice-President:  

Position vacant 

Secretary:   

Sharon Goodchild       0452 580 753 

Treasurer:   

Margaret Harris:   0417 991 947 

Committee: 

Margaret Cresswell   0499 968 411 

Joe McPhail    9446 7376 

Peter Farr     0419 905 864 

John Yeatman    0417 064 393 

MEETINGS: 

Meetings start at 10.00 am and are held at  

Cambridge Bowling Club, Floreat Sporting  

Precinct, Floreat, on the Second Friday of 

each month,  excluding December and  

January. 

  

 

 

 

 

              

    

     YOUR COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU . 

TALK TO RON, SHARON OR MARGARET  

     IF YOU WISH TO GET INVOLVED. 

 

DISCLAIMER 

    Please note that nothing written or spoken        
in the course of WASFR meetings, talks given,  

or in any publication, is to be construed as  
advice to members or visitors. 

WASFR NEWS 

Is printed by 

Celia Hammond 

Federal MP  for Curtin 

As a Community Service 


